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EARLY LITERACY AS LIBRARY CULTURE

We’ll share:
5 simple tips

Examples from Lewisville Public Library



LEWISVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Population = 114,372 (2011)

68,000 cardholders

Single library facility

11 weekly early literacy storytimes
 Infants (0-15 mos.)

 Toddlers (15-36 mos.)

 Preschoolers (3-6 yrs.)

 Family (all ages)



LEWISVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monthly classes
3 monthly storytimes at childcare centers

LegoMania

Family Craft Day

Stand-alone events
Early literacy trainings

School events

Summer Reading Club for pre-readers



WHAT IS EARLY LITERACY?

Early literacy is what children know about 
reading and writing before they can actually 

read or write.  You can also think of early literacy 
skills as “pre-reading” skills.  

The Every Child Ready to Read® @ your library® logo is a 

registered trademark of the American Library Association and is 

used with permission.
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Every Child Ready to Read at LPL:  History of 
Implementation
 Storytimes pre-Every Child Ready to Read

1st edition of ECRR

2nd edition of ECRR



TIP 1:  TAKE SMALL STEPS.

Do small things with consistency to avoid 
feeling stressed out or short of time by 

adding big projects on top of an already 
full plate.



TIP 1:  TAKE SMALL STEPS.

Some of LPL’s small steps:
Verbalizing practices we model

Creating and providing:

 Early literacy brochures and newsletters 

 Take-home song sheets with early literacy tips

 Take-home activities

Passive techniques

 Signage and décor

 Interactive play area











TIP 2:  DON’T REINVENT THE WHEEL.

Borrow from ALSC, TLA, TSLAC, and 
other libraries and organizations.





TIP 3:  RECYCLE.

Recycle, reuse, and reinforce ideas.





TIP 4:  TRY, TRY AGAIN.

Evaluate and make changes as needed, 
and don’t cling to ideas that aren’t 

working.





TIP 5:  DON’T SPEND A FORTUNE.

There are many free and low-cost ways 
to incorporate early literacy into your               

library culture.
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We are always developing ideas for 
new small steps.



MORE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Upcoming Early Literacy Webinars from the
Texas State Library, presented by Christine McNew:

Grow Your Library’s Early Literacy Program
Thursday, October 17, 2013, 1:30 to 3 pm CDT

Early STEM Learning in Library Programs for Young Children
Thursday, October 24, 2013, 1:30 to 3pm CDT

Early Literacy Apps, iPads, and Tablets in the Children’s Department
Tuesday, November 19, 2013, 2 to 3 pm CST
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Questions?

Lewisville Public Library Youth Services

972-219-3577

cchandler@cityoflewisville.com

ehanisian@cityoflewisville.com

knevin@cityoflewisville.com


